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CLINICS. 
HOSPITAL NOTES AND GLEANINGS. 


Death after Ligature of Varicose Veins 
of the Leg.—We are always anxious to 
give a prominent’ place to instances of ill 
consequences resulting from any of the 
minor operations usually deemed devoid of 
risk, since it is-very desirable that the pro- 
fession should be kept well informed re- 
specting them. Ligature of the veins of 
the leg, when in a varicose state, has re- 
. cently, in the hands of Messrs. Lee, Erich- 
sen, Partridge, and Simon, been deemed 
to have almost passed into the category 
referred fo, and has been largely performed, 
without our having had to record any in- 
stances of ill result ensuing. It has been 
thought that the modified plan of operating 
now adopted had relieved the procedure of 
all its danger. Nor are we at all certain 
that the case we now have to notice is 
properly to be ranked as a disappointment 
of these hopes. ‘There are, however, very 


suspicious circumstances. Although there 
is no post-mortem evidence of phlebitis or of 
pyzmic deposits, and although the death 
followed with such extreme rapidity on the 
first occurrence of alarming symptoms, and 
after a severe mental shock had been sus- 
tained, yet we have the awkward fact that 
rigors and vomiting were the first signals of 
danger. Such instances are, we suspect, 
not without parallel in the history of pye; 
mia ; those, for instance, in which the patient 
dies right off in the first shock of the disease, 
without allowing time for any of the secon- 
dary and characteristic phenomena to be de- 
veloped, Still we doubt not there will be 
differences of opinion as to the real cause 
of death in the following case, the brief note 
respecting which has been kindly supplied 
to us by the operator. 

A woman, aged 44, was admitted on 
August 4 into the Westminster Hospital, 
under the care of Mr. Hillman, on account 
of varicose veins of the leg, with chronic _ 





congestion and superficial ulceration of skin , 
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She was subject to great mental anxiety, 
but apparently otherwise in good health. 
The veins were ligatured in four places by 
hare-lip pins, and overlying pieces of bou- 
gie. The pins were removed on the }3th 
day. Four days after the removal of the 
pins, when all was going on well, her hus- 
band called, and exceedingly distressed her. 
Rigors and vomiting came on, and she died 
on the day following his visit. At the au- 
topsy, no deposition of serum or pus in’ any 
organ, or local mischief of any kind was to 
be detected.— Medical Times and Gazette, 
September 12, 1857. 

Pirogof's Amputation of the Foot.—The 
amputation.at the ankle-joint, devised by 
M. Pirogoff, in which the os calcia is cut 
through-into its middle, and the posterior 
half turned up into apposition with the under 
surface of the tibia, is gaining favour with 
our’ London surgeons. By Messrs. Busk 
and Tudor it has now been performed six 
times on board’ the Dreadnought, out of 
which in four cases the patients have re- 
covered with excellent stumps, while in 
two, death (from pyemia in one, and from 
renal disease in one) occurred before the 
wound was healed, the condition of the 
parts being, however, promising. Mr. Simon 
obtained one of the best stumps we ever saw 
in a case in which he performed it at St. 
Thomas’s. Within the last six months, 
also, a child, under Mr. Partridge’s care in 
King’s College Hospital, had it performed 
with an excellent result. Mr, Ure’s case 
in St. Mary’s, the first, we believe, per- 
formed in London, ended fatally from dis- 
ease of the brain, the stump being yet un- 
healed, and not, it must be admitted, in a 
hopefal condition; but we believe that Mr. 
Ure entertains notwithstanding a very fa- 
vourable. opinion of the operation. The 
greater length of limb which it secures, and 
the almost complete immunity from the risk 
of sloughing of the flap which it affords, are 
its great recommendations. It is, however, 
it must be granted, one of some nicety in 
performance, and should be practised on the 
dead subject prior to its adoption on the 
living.—Jbid. 

Pyaemic Abscess in the Sheath of the Fe- 
moral Vessels.—The case of a man who 
has recently died in Pitcairn Ward, St. 
Bartholomew's, under the care of Mr: 
Lioyp, is of much interest in several 
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aspects; He was 39 years old, and first 
put himself under care on aceount of fistula 
by the side of the anus. This'was laid open 
and healed well, and when it just healed he 
left the Hospital. His discharge was on a 
Friday. On the Saturday night following 
he had a rigor, attended with intense pain 
in the left hip. The pain continued most 
severe, and he was readmitted on Monday 
morning. <A large abscess formed in the 
buttock, and required opening. Soon after 
his re-admission a second abscess com- 
menced to form over the femoral vessels ; 
ina few days this also required opening. 
A most careful dissection was required in 
opening it, as Mr. Lloyd and Mr. McWin- 
nie, who assisted him, agreed in the opinion 
that the pus occupied the sheath of the 
vessels. After it was opened the vessels 
were found exposed at its bottom. The man 
had now passed into a condition character- 
istic of chronic pyemia, being exceedingly 
emaciated and feeble. Several other ab- 
scesses formed in different parts, and the 
discharge was very profuse. It was, how- 
ever, at one time hoped that by the very 
free use of stimulants he might eventually 
pull through, as he displayed considerable 
constitutional power in resisting the disease. 
This hope was, however, disappointed, and 
after an illness of about six weeks he at 
length sank. The case is remarkable on 
account of the long interval which elapsed 
between the. original operation, and the 
supervention of pyemia; also in regard to 
the rarity of pyemia after the mere laying 
open of a fistula; and, thirdly, from the 
unusual location of one of the abscesses.— 
Medical Times and Gazette, Oct. 3, 1857. 


Sulphate of Copper in Glussal Cancer.— 
We have watched very particularly the 
treatment at the Cancer Hospital of cancer- 
ous ulceration of the tongue, distinguished 
by its deep, excavated character, with some- 
times fissures running from its sides and 
irregular puckerings, and very generally 
preceded by nodular enlargement, with 
difficulty in the use of the organ. Who 
amongst us has not felt the sensitiveness of 
a little pimple on the tongue, arising from a 
hearty. supper the night before, or from some 
slight indigestion? These small pimples 
often feel very sore and tender. If they are 
contrasted with the pain and embarrassment 
in the use‘of the tongue affected with ma- 
lignant ulceration, an idea; willbe gained of 
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the really terrible nature. of the latter.{ actly the appearance of a seven monthe’ 
Patients with glossal cancer seem to resign} pregnancy, and her father even went to the 
themselves with great fortitude to their; length of turning her out of his house on 
sufferings, and it is a gratification indeed to; the supposition that such was her condition. 
the humane surgeon to find his measures’ She applied to several medical men, and 


afford relief. Now, of the various sub- 


very different opinions were expressed. On 


stances employed by the surgeons at the } admission it was found that the abdomen, 
Cancer Hospital as. a local agent, none} although round and full, was of clear per- | 


appear to have so much control over the 
ulcers as powdered sulphate of copper. 
This substance is very efficacious in cancer 
of the tongue and cheeks. It is applied by 
means of a camel-hair pencil, generally 
twice a day, and allowed to remain four or 
five minutes; the mouth is then freely 
washed out with tepid water. It produces 
some pain, but this is willingly borne when 
the relief is found to be so great; and an 
excellent wash of borax, half an ounce to a 
pint. of water, used frequently during the 
day, keeps the ulcer and the tongue clean 
and fresh-looking. Under the use of the 


groper, we have seen the ulcers slowly 


heal up and cicatrize, and*a return to com- 
parative comfort, as contrasted with the 
patient’s previous condition. 

On the 25th of August, aman from Far- 
newood, Mathew T——, aged sixty-two, 
presented himeelf for the first time with a 
deeply excavated, cancerous ulcer of the 
right side of his tongue, extending towards 
its base. It had been existing for two years, 
and fears now were entertained that the 
disease would extend to the roots, and de- 
stroy the organ and the patient’s life. The 
treatment adopted was that we have dé- 
scribed, with the addition of a.soda powder 
twice a day for a week or ten. days,...We 
have no doubt that this plan will. prove of 
service here, as it has already done in so 
many others. 

Powdered sulphate of copper is an agent 
of great value, which cannot be underrated 
in these painfully distressing cases. We 
may remark, as a rule at this hospital, ano- 
dynes are avoided as much as possible, and 
pain is sure to become less under the sus- 
taining treatment so commonly the practice 
here.—Lancet, September 12, 1857. 


Hysteric Tympanitis of the Abdomen— 
Difficult Diagnosis.—Dx. Ramsx1.t has at 
present under his care, in the Metropolitan 
Free Hospital, a young girl of 17, whose 
case offers some very interesting features in 
respect to the diagnosis of abdominal tu- 
mours. Her abdomen presents pretty ex- 





cussion note in every part, that the umbili- 
cus was depressed instead of protruding, 
and.that no tumour whatever could be felt. 
On vaginal examination the uterus was 
found small, and its cervix of due length. 
Respecting the absence of any tumour in 
the abdomen, some caution must be exer- 
cised in giving an opinion, as she invariably 
holds the muscles so tense and board-like 
that pressure cannot be made with any 
satisfactory results. At times the abdomen 
will appear to be larger on one side than 
the other, and the external contour of a 
large ovarian cyst is very exactly simulated ; 
but then there always semains the clear 
percussion note, which is inconsistent with 
such a supposition. The patient has now 
been carefully watched for nearly three 
months, and various medicines, purgatives, 
nux vomica, etc., have been given, but 
without any apparent result. The girl 
complains of much pain at times, but re- 
tains a fair degree of general health. The 
abdomen continues to increase in size. The 
case has been carefully considered in con- 
sultation with Dr. Ramskill by Dr. Barnes 
and Mr. Hutchinson, and the opinion enter- 
tained is that it will prove to be one of mere 
hysteric tympanitis, there being in reality 
no tumour whatever. It is a case, however, 
in which, if occurring in private practice, 
such an opinion could_not be given without 
some hesitation.— Medical Times and Gaz., 
Sept. 19, 1857. 


Accidental Burns from Phosphorus.—In 
its local effects upon the animal tissues, 
phosphorus acts as a powerful caustic, 
rapidly destroying their continuity, and 
producing sores in every way analogous to 
burns. It was in consequence of this effect 
of phosphorus that it was recommended 
by Paillard in place of the moxa, as more 
convenient and safe. There is this to be 
said of phosphorus burns, that occasionally 
a very troublesome. and obstinate ulceration 
is left behind, which has been ascribed to 
the irritant properties of the phosphoric 
acid remaining in the wound, which is 
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locally: poisoned with it. The appedrance 
of burns produced by this sabstance is 
like exaggerated drawings of weak ulcers. 
It is not: often that instances are seen of 
accidental burns from this: substance; but 
there is'one at:the present moment in the 
Royal Free Hospital, under Mr. de Mérie’s 
care, The patient is a lad, aged sixteen, 
who carried a small phial is:his right trou- 
sers pocket, containing a piece of phospho- 
rus in water: The bottle was broken by 
some accident, when the combustion of this 
substance took place in contact with his 
thigh and with.the penis, ‘This occurred 
on the 30th of August. The result was 
rapid ulceration of the foreskin and body of 
the penis, together with part of the thigh to 
the extent of three inches in diameter. 
There is at the present moment (Septem- 
ber 21) phymosis, with a tendency to heal 
on the’part of the penis, and we think most 
likely the: deformity may be permanent, 
especially when the ulceration has healed. 
The ulcer on the leg is red and angry took- 
ing, as if in constant irritation, but has 
commenced to heal up. Mr. de Méric 
stated to usthat he had lately at the German 
Hospital a somewhat similar case, only that 
the effects were far more extensive than in 
this boy.—Lancet, Oct. 3,:1857. 


Strychnine in Dilated Heart:—Dr, Cuam- 
Bers, at St. Mary’s Hospital, has lately 
been employing strychnine with advantage 
in'séveral cases of dilated heart. One wo- 
man, ‘now in hospital, has twice been re- 
lieved of very extensive anasarca, dyspnaa, 
and edema pulmonum; by this ‘mode of 
strengthening the muscular force of the 
circulating organ. The drug is first applied 
toa blistered surface over the cardiac 
region, and when the topical application is 
insufficient, is taken also internally. The 
plan-seems rational, and worthy of more 
extended trial.—Ibid. 


MEDICAL NEWS. 
. DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


Registration of Births, Deaths, ‘and 
Marriages We have received the follow- 
ing circular, to which we invite the attention 
of the ‘profession throughout the United 
States. 





The attainment of the object ovine: 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


plated i¢ most desirable; and should énlist 

the co-operation of all :— 

‘*Dgdn Sm: The American Association 
for the Advancement of Science, at its ses- 
sion held in the city of Montreal, in August 
last, appointed the undersigned a committee 
to prepare and report a plan for a uniform 
system of Registration of Births, Deaths, 
and Marriages, applicable to the United 
States, 

‘*The necessity fot such a measure, to 
meet the growing demands of science in its 
application to vital statistics, and the facili- 
ties which it would afford in establishing 
legal evidence in courts of justice, are of too 
obvious a chafacter to need enforcing by 
argument. The success with which sys- 
tems of Registration have been employed 
in Europe, and the gratifying results that 
have attended their application in some por- 
tions of the United States, lead to the hope 
that the time is not distant when We may , 
have throughout the Union a practical and 
thorough system, ‘accurate in its details and 
comparable in its results. 

‘*From the diversity that exists among 
the séveral States, with respect to the’ 
organization of the subordinate divisions of 
government, and the duties of the several 
local officers who would be charged with 
recording the primary facts, we apprehend 
that the details of arrangement would need 
to be varied, to’ méet the circumstances of 
each, although the results, when obtained, 
might admit of a wniform classification. 

** To acquire a knowledge of these varied 
conditions, and the means best adapted for 
meeting them, we respectfully request an 
expression of your views upon the following 
points of inquiry, as’ applied to the State in 
which you live, or in which you are best 
acquaintéd with the local details of State 
government :— ‘ 
‘1, What officers or persons might with 

the greatest propriety be charged 
with the duty of registering Births, 
Deaths, and Marriages ? 

‘¢2, What'rules would be necessary to se- 
curé fall-and ‘accurate reports to this 
officer? 

‘3, What compensation should be allowed 
for registration and report, and how 
should this be paid? 

‘©4, What are the probable difficulties that 
would attend the application of the 
system, and how might they be les- 
sened or removed ? 
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‘65. What plans of registration are now 
in use, what is their history, and 
what are their defects’? 

‘6, Have any eystems of this kind been 
attempted without success ? and if so, 
what were the catises' of their failure ? 

“Any further facts or stiggestions that 
you may be pleased to offer in reference to 
this measure will receive our careful atten- 
tion. It is particularly desirable to procure 
any reports or publications that may have 
been issued, or laws that may have been 
passed, upon this subject. We ate also de- 
sirous of procuring sets of the blanks that 
may be in use for making registration re- 
turns. 

‘*Persons’ to whom this circular is ad- 
dressed, if living in the New England 
States, will please direct their answers to 
E. B. Elliott, Esq., at Boston ;: those living 
in New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
or the.States north of the Ohio River or 
north line of Missouri; to Dr. F. B. Hough, 
at Albany, N. Y.; and those living in the 
Southern and Southwestern States, to Dr. 
J. Wynne, 62 Clinton. Place; New York 
City. 

“Tt is hoped that these inquiries may 
elicit a full and free expression of opinion 
and advice upon this deeply interesting and 
very important subject, and that, from the 
combined experience of those who have 
given it their attention; we may be able to 
recommend a plan that shall meet the ex- 
isting requirements of seience, and accom- 
plish the varied practical results expected 
from it. 

‘We are, with great respect, 
** Your obedient servants, 
James Wynne, 
E. B. Exxrort, 
Franxun B. Hoven.” 

Massachusetts Medical Society —Com- 
plaint is'made, in'a recent No. of our'con- 
temporary, the Boston Medical and Surgi- 
cal Journal (Oct: 22, 1857), of the denun: 
ciations fulminated against the Massachu- 
setts Medical Society for receiving into Fel.- 
lowship, individuals who, from their'private 
character or émpirical® modes of practice 
render an association with them derogatory 
to the character of the Society. - For this, 
however, they: should, ‘it seems, be ‘rather 
pitied than censured. The Jaw compels 
them so to do. But they are making’a 
strenuous effort to free themselves, as soon 
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as possible, from this compulsory enactment 
of the State, and they deserve and should 
receive the countenance and support of the 
profession everywhere in this laudable 
;movement. A’ more enlightened and hon- 
ourable set of men than are most of the 
members of the Massachusetts Medical 
Society are nowhere'to be'found. As is the 
case, however, in many of the other States, 
the laws there, instead-of fostering and pro- 
tecting medical science and its cultivators, 
have been so framed as to degrade and in- 
jure them, and to encourage all sorts of igno- 
rant pretenders in the healing art. It is 
high time for the profession to rise in its 
majesty, to legislate for itself and throw off 
the shackles‘imposed on it by ignorant and 
unwise legislators. 

“ However defective the organization of 
the Society may now be,” says our contem- 
porary, ‘‘ more thorough abomination of and 
disfellowship with quackery, practically, 
higher standards of ' professional acquire- 
ment, or more generous’ and elevated pro- 
fessional ‘relations, than’ are found’ in this 
Society, donot exist anywhere. “The laws 
of other Societies may be wiser, but the 
spirit which actuates the individual members 
is nowhere better. This, we believe, will 
be acknowledged by all who know us. 
} And that ours has the “disposition and 
back-bone”’ to contend manfully, let the 
consequences be what they may, is shown 
by some of jits recent acts. The Censors 
have rejected home@opaths, specialists who 
profess superior skill or methods peculiar 
to themselves, female practitioners otherwise 
well qualified, whenever they have had the 
opportunity, although, by so doing, each 
Censor has subjected himself, in each in- 
stance, to a penalty of 400 dollars. The 
Society has recently arraigned and expelled 
a member on presumption that he procured 
abortions; and another for unfairness of 
dealing with one of his professional brethren, 
In this latter instance, the Society was con- 
sidered by the defendant as prosecuting him 
for his Hahnemannian doctrines, and the 
whole corps of homeopaths rallied in his 
behalf. ‘He brought an action for damages 
against the two members who moved and 
seconded his expulsion, and another against 
a member who commented upon the act in 
the Medical Journal ; and attached their 
property for the sums of ten to twenty 
thousand dollarseach. The Society assumed 
the defence of the‘ first action, and paid $600 














for it. The second, and also a third action 
growing out of it, were also brought to trial, 
and sustained by the parties indicted at quite 
aslargeasum. If other Societies can show 
that they have done and suffered more for 
the maintenance of the dignity and purity 
of the profession, then let them stone us 
and demolish our tabernacle as soon as they 
please.’’ 

Atlanta Medical College.—At the close of 
the course of lectures on the 3d of Septem- 
ber last, the degree of M. D. was conferred 
on 46 members of the class. 


New Orleans Medical News and Hospital 
Gazette.—Drs. Cuorrin and Brerarp have 
retired from the editorial corps of this ex- 
cellent journal. It will in future be edited 
by Dr. D. Warren Brickell, assisted by ™r. 
E. D. Fenner. 


The Cabinet of the i ihete Prof. Henry S. 
Patterson.—We undergtand that the cabinet 
of Materia Medica of the late Pror. H. S. 
Parrsrson, embracing specimens of all 
the medicines used in class illustration, 
many of which are of rare value; together 
with 100 engravings, framed and glazed, of 
medicinal plants, and 31 beautiful paint- 
ings, in distemper, painted from the living 
plant, in full size, for class illustration, by 
celebrated artists, under the supervision of 
the Professor, is offered for sale. Informa- 
tion of the particulars may be obtained on 
application to Dra. Wiltbank and Darrach, 
Nos. 1105, and 1120 Arch Street, Philadel- 
phia. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


Prozimate Cause and Specific Remedy for 
Tuberculosis.—Dr. J. F. Cuurcniut sent 
to the Academy of Medicine of Paris, July 

_21, 1857, a paper on this subject of which 
the following are the conclusions: — 

“‘ The proximate cause, or at all events an 
essential condition of the tubercular diathe- 
sis, is the decrease in the system of the 
phosphorus which it contains in an oxygen- 
izable state. 

“‘ The specific remedy of the disease con- 
sists in the use of a preparation of phos- 
phorus, uniting the two conditions of being 
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milated, and at the same time at the lowest 
possible degree of oxydation. 

‘©The hypophosphites of soda and lime are 
the combinations which hitherto seem beat 
to fulfil these two requisites. They may 
be given in doses varying from ten grains to 
one drachm in the twenty-fourhours. The 
highest dose which I have been in the habit 
of giving to adults is twenty grains. 

‘« The effect of these salts upon the tuber- 
cular diathesis is immediate, all the general 
symptoms of the disease disappearing with 
a rapidity which is really marvellous. 

‘*If the pathological deposit produced by 
the dyscrasy is of recent formation, if soft- 
ening has only just set in and does not pro- 
ceed too rapidly, the tubercles are absorbed 
and disappear; when the deposit has existed 
for a certain time, when the softening has 
attained a certain degree, it sometimes con- 
tinues in spite of the treatment, and the 
issue of the disease then depends upon the 
anatomical condition of the local lesion, on 
its extent, and upon the existence or non- 
existence of complications. I have made 
numerous attempts to modify the local con- 
dition of the Jungs by the inhalation of 
different substances, but have never obtained 
‘any satisfactory result independent of what 
was to be attributed to the specific treat- 
ment. The hypophosphites of soda and 
lime are certain srophylnctios against tuber- 
cular disease. 

“* The shyeiologien) effects which I have 
observed to be produced by the use of the 
hypophosphites of soda, lime, potash and 
ammonia, show these preparations to have a 
twofold action.;;‘On the one hand they in- 
crease the principle, whatever that may be, 
which constitutes nervous force; and on the 
other, they are the most powerful of hema- 
togens, being infinitely superior to all medi- 
cines of that class hitherto known. They 
seem to possess in the highest degree ‘all 
the therapeutical properties formerly attri- 
buted by different observers to. phosphorus 
itself, without any of thé danger which at- 
tends the use of that substance, and which 
has caused it to be almost forgotten as a 
medical.agent. The different preparations 
of hypophosphorous acid will undoubtedly 
occupy one of the most important places in 
the Materia Medica.’ 

The Academy resolved that the paper be 
referred to a Committee, consisting of MM. 
Louis, Trousseau, and Bouillaad.—Dublin 





in such a state that it may be directly assi- ‘ 


Hospital Gazette; August 15, 1857. 
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Anasthetic Substances.—Our readersmay; On the Employment of the Living Electric 
recollect that a few months ago amylene was; Fishes as Medical Shock-Machines.—Prof. 
recommended as, preferable to ether and; G. Wiuson, in a paper read before the 
chloroform in producing \ stupefaction. or; Zoological Section of the British Associa- 
anesthesia, on the special ground that its; tion for the advancement of Science, at its 
employment was unattended with danger to; late meeting, Dublin, stated that in prose- 
the patient, or nearly so, MM. Foucuer} cuting researches into the early history of 
and Bonnet have, however, in a recent; the electric machine, he did not at first con- 
communication, addressed to the Academy ; ; template going further back than the seven- 
of Sciences, recorded facts leading to quite; teenth century; or commencing with any 
acontrary result. In twelve experiments {earlier instrument than Otto Guericke's 
performed on rabbits they have ascertained ; sulphur globe, of 1670. His attention, 
that the anesthetic effects of amylene are however, had been incidentally directed to 
produced within three and six minutes after i the employment of the living torpedo as a 
its application. Before stupefaction is pro- i ; remedial agent by the ancient Greek and 
duced the animal utters piercing cries, and; Roman physicians, and he now felt satisfied 
throws its head backwards; its breathing; that a living electric fish was alike the 
is accelerated, the globe of the eye de; enrlions and the most familiar electric in- 
strongly injected and moves convulsively ; ; a{ strument employed by mankind. In proof 

tracheal hoarseness always accompanying ; of the antiquity of the practice, he adduced 
the above symptoms. The period of i insta! the testimony of Galen, Dioscorides, Scri- 
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sibility does not last long if the application ‘ 
of amylene be not continued ; in the con- 
tary case, however, a complete collapse 
takes place; the animal, stretched out with- 
out motion, obeys every impulse of the 
hand, and resembles a flabby mass, in 
which breathing is hardly perceptible. Thia 





state may last twenty minutes without 


bonius, and Asclepiades, whose works 
preved that the shock of the torpedo had 
been used as a remedy in paralytic and neu- 
ralgic affections before the Christian era. A 
still higher antiquity had been conjecturally 


‘claimed for the electric Silurus, or Malap- 


terurus of the Nile, on the supposition that 
its Arabic name, raad, signifies thunder-fiah, 


causing death. The blood drawn from the} and implies a very ancient recognition of 
arteries during this period still preserves its} the identity in nature of the shock-giving 


usual colour. Animals subjected to the power and the lightning force ; but the best 
’ action of amylene for a certain length of} Arabic scholars have pointed out that the 
time continue after the operation in a. state} words for thunder (raad) and for the electric 
of stupor and imbecility, which sometimes } fish (ra’dd) are different, and that the latter 
lasts seven or eight hours; but in none of; signifies the ‘‘causer of trembling’’ or 


the cases observed by the authors of the 
communication has death followed the ap- 
plication of amylene. The conclusions re- 
sulting from their experiments are as follows: 
1. Sulphuric ether, chloroform, and amylene 
are, of all volatile substances experimented 
on, the only ones that produce anzsthesia. 
2. Amylene does not produce stupefaction 
unless the quantity of air with which it is 
diluted be very small; but then it acts upon 
the animal economy, and especially upon 
the respiratory organs in a manner which 
may produce dangerous effects. 3. Chloro- 
form has alj the advantages of amylene, 
without the evils which accompany the use 
of the latter. 4. None of the substances 
above mentioned produce anwsthesia, whe- 
ther local or general, when applied to any 
peculiar part of the body by injection under 





the skin. 


‘‘convulser ;”’ so that there are no grounds 
for imputing to the ancient Egyptians, or 
even to the Arabs, the identification of 
Silurus-power with the electric force. In 
proof of the generality of the practice of 
employing the living zoo-electric machine 
at the present day, the author referred to 
the remedial application of the torpedo by 
the Abyssinians, to that of the gymnotus by 
the South American Indians, and to that of 
the recently discovered electric fish (Malap- 
terurus Beninenses) by the dwellers on the 
Old Calabar River, which flows into the 
Bight of Benin. . The native Calabar women 
are in the practice of keeping one or more 
of the fishes in a basin of water, and bathing 
their children in it daily, with a view. to 
strengthen them by the shocks which they 
receive. Tliese shocks are certainly power- 
ful, for living specimens of the Calabar fish 
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are at present in Edinburgh, and a single 
one gives a shock to the hand reaching to 
the elbow or even to the shoulder. The 
usages referred to appear to have prevailed 
among the nations following them from time 
immemorial, so that they furnish proof of 
the antiquity as well as of the generality of 
the practice under notice. The author con- 
cluded by directing the attention of natural- 
ists to the probability of additional kinds of 
electrical fish being discovered, and’ to the 
importance of ascertaining what the views 
of the natives familiar with them are in 
reference to the source of their power and 
to their therapeutic employment. 

Sir J. Richardson stated, that there were 
not fewer than eleven genera of fishes known 
that had the power of giving electric shocks. 
There was one’ peculiarity in all these fishes, 
and that was the absence of scales. In every 
one of them an apparatus had been discov- 
ered, which consisted of a series of galvanic 
cells put inaction by a powerful system of 
nerves. He read extracts from a letter from 
Dr. Baikie, now. engaged in exploring the 
Niger, in which that gentleman stated that 
he had met with an electric fish in Fernando 
Po, and which Sir J. Richardson believed 
was identical with the Malapterurus, which 
had been described by Dr. Wilson, from the 
coast of Old Calabar. The natives called 
this fish the Tremble-fish.— British Medical 
Journal, September 19, 1857. 

Presence of ‘Copper in the Tissues of 
Plants and Animals.—Dr. Opiine and 
Durr, in a paper read before the Mathe- 
matical Section of ‘the British Association, 
at'its meeting’ in Dublin, stated that they 
had made more than one hundred examina- 
tions by @ great variety of processes, and 
had recognized the presence of copper in 
nearly every instance. In several specimens 
of wheat grain and human viscera the copper 
had been‘ estimated. From’ 100 grains of 
wheat-ash the authors ‘had obtained 251 
thousandths of a grain, and from a sheep’s 
liver rather more than one-half a grain of 
oxide of copper.’ The process was to pre- 
cipitate the copper electrolytically on a pla- 
tinum wire; to dissolve in nitric acid, and 
to ignite the residue of the evaporated solu- 
tion.— Ibid. 


Enema of Boraz.—Arguing from the good 
effects of the local use of borax in ‘aphthe 
of the mouth, M. Boucuur proposes its 





employment, in the form of enema, in those 
casés of intestinal catarrh in children jn 
which the ‘mucous membrane becomes 
ulcerated around the anus. The formula 
he suggests consists of a drachm of borax 
to five ounces of a light decoction of pearl 
barley ;’ this quantity of borax to be pro. 
gressively increased to a drachm and a half, 
or a little more.— Bulletin Géneral de The. 
rapeutique, tome 52, p. 216. 

Fever in London.—It appears from the 
report of the London’ Fever Hospital for 
1856, that the daily average of patients in 
the Hospital throughout the year was about 
110, by far the largest number admitted 
into the Hospital in any year since its es. 
tablishment, 55 years ago, exceeding by 
300 the admissions in any former year. In 
regard to the types or forms of the fevers 
last year, there was nothing remarkable 
except the extraordinary proportion of ty- 
phus to typhoid; as compared with the three 
preceding years. The experience of the 
Hospital shows that typhus, strictly so 
called, is the most prevalent form, but this 
comparative prevalence varies in different 
years, as well as at different periods of the 
same year. Thus, in 1856 there were 1061 
cases of typhus against 149 of typhoid (that 
form characterized by disease of Peyer's 
glands), being in the ratio of 7.11 to 1, while 
in the two preceding years (1854 and 1855) 
the proportion was only about 3 to 2, and 
in 1853 it was in the ratio of 2to1. The 
greatest disproportion was observed in 
March and April, in which two months 
there ‘were 275 cases of typhus and only 16 
of typhoid admitted—being in the ratio of 
17 of the former to 1 of the latter. Again, 
it was observed that the months in which 
the two forms were most nearly equal were 
from August to November, the proportion 
in August being 1.4 of typhus to 1 of ty- 
phoid. Of that form of fever to which the 
term febricala has been given, characterized 
by the mildness of the symptoms, the ab- 
sence of peculiar rash, and of any organic 
complication, there were 89 examples, all 
of whom recovered. The numbers admitted 
with scarlet ‘fever were 183, being a slight 
increase as compared with the cases received 
in 1855, ‘It was most prevalent in April 
and October, the admissions: being 31 and 
26 respectively. In regard to the 'acute dis- 
eases not fevers, they were, as usual, acute 
affections of the various internal organs, 
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with accompanying or symptomatic fever. 
They consisted of diseases of the brain, in- 
flammation of the lungs, tuberculous affec- 
tions in various parts, érysipelas, and acute 
and chronic diseases of the kidneys. Of 
this class there was a large proportion—217. 
The mortality last yeaf was 289; being out 
of the total numbers admitted and under 
treatment on the 3ist of December, 1855 
(1882), in the ratio of 15.3 per cent., includ- 
ing, of course, the deaths from fevers as 
well as from ‘other diseasés. Of the cases 
of typhus under treatment (1117), the mor- 
tality was 204, or about 18 per cent.; of 
typhoid, it was 24 out of 180, or about 13 
percent. Of the 189 cases of scarlet fever, 
the deaths were 14, or 7 per cent. Of the 
other acute diseases not fevers (291), there 
were 47 deaths, or about 16 per cent. To 
show the severity of the cases, and, in too 
many instances, the hopeless condition of 
the patients when admitted into the Hospi- 
tal, it may be stated that 152 patients died 
within a week after admission, and of those 
27 did not’ survive 24 hours. Comparing 
the mortality of 1856 with that in the pre- 
ceding year, the proportion of deaths was 
much smaller. In 1855 the gross mortality 
was nearly 17 per cent. (last year it was 
15); that from typhus 25 per cent. (last 
year it was 18) ; from typhoid 13 per cent. 
(last year it was nearly the same); scarlet 
fever was also fess fatal last’ year than in 
1855, being about 7.4 against 12.7 per cent.; 
while of the acute diseases not fever, the 
mortality was about 1 per cent. higher than 
in 1855. Notwithstanding the large num- 
ber of: patients in the Hospital last year, 
imposing hecessarily incréased labour on 
thosé in attendance on the sick, the nurses 
and inmates of the establishment have, with 
a few exceptions, escaped. One of the 
housemaids was seized with typhus, but 
she recovered. Three of the nurses were 
also the subjects of typhus, and they also 
recovered, as well as another nursé who 
passed through a mild form of scarlet fever. 
—Med. Times and Gaz., July 11th, 1857, 


Ophthalmological Congress at Brussels.— 
This Congress has just closed its labours, 
and the result of this great gathering of 
ophthalmic surgeons is the accomplishment 
of as much as might be ‘expected of such 
meetings. The governments of the princi- 
pal states of Europe had sent military medi- 
cal officers to the Congress, as questions of 
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much importance to the health of the soldier 
were, according to the prospectus, to be 
discussed. We find that Dr. S. Roberts 
was the delegate for England. The meet- 
ings were attended besides by a large num- 
ber of medical men from various countries. 
In the published list, we perceive the names 
of Mr. Bowman, Mr. Dixon, and Dr. Little. 
The Chairman, M. Fallot, President of the 
Academy of Medicine of Brussels, opened 
the Congress by an excellent speech, and 
the questions, divided into three geries were, 
by means of reports, successively brought 
before the general meetings. (See The Lan- 
cet, Aug. 22, p. 209.) The delegates of the 
different nations also read papers on the 
nature and frequency of diseases of the eye 
in their respective countries, on the reme- 
dies used, on the institutions for diseases of 
the eye, and the schools specially intended 
for the study of ophthalmology. Military 
purulent ophthalmia was one of the prinei- 
pal questions discusséd, and much was elu- 
cidated, although it clearly appeared that 
some doubts still remain to be cleared up 
touching some points of the pathology of 
the disease: Various other subjects were 
brought before the meetings, amongst which 
we may name—the ophthalmoscope, which 
riow stands by the side of the stethoscope 
and the speculum ; the adaptation of the eve; 
the specificity of certain Rinds of ophtbalmia 
—(it is the opinion of the Congress that 
specific diseases of the eyé should be com- 
bated both by a specific general treatment 
and local applications); the practice of 
completely secluding the palpebre (which 
was condemned); the utility of special in- 
stitutions for the treatment of diseases of 
the eye (which was fully recognized), &c. 
&c, A general wish for the foundation 
of ophthalmological chairs in all the facul- 
ties of medicine was expressed. Papers of 
some importance were read: amongst these 
we may mention one by M. Griafe, of Ber- 
lin, in which he brought forward new views 
respecting glaucoma; another by M. Serre 
d’Uzés, on phosphenes, &c. &c. Many 
objects of great interest were exhibited. M. 
Von Ammon, of Dresden, showed a collec- 
tion of illustrations of diseases of the eye, 
as yet unpublished, which is highly spoken 
of; M. Testelin presented @ preparation of 
the conjunctiva which préves that this 
membrane is really continuous over the 
cornea, At the Brussels Ophthalmic Hos- 
pital, M. Donders, of Utrecht, and De 
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Griife, were, by the staff of the institution, 
allowed to illustrate the use of the various 
modifications of the ophthalmoscope made 
by. Messrs. Patz and Flohr, of Berlin, M. 
Boissonneau exhibited his artificial. eyes, 
which have reached so high a perfection; 
they were much admired, and brought upon 
the maker the greatest encomiums ; and M. 
Bonnels, of Brussels, presented a complete 
collection of all the instruments used in 
operative ophthalmic surgery. . On the,fol- 
lowing subject there was but one opinion— 
viz., that the improvement of any special 
branch of medical science, and of ophthal- 
mology in particular, requires special and 
persevering studies; but that all those who 
devote themselves to this sub-division of 
our. art should, beforehand, be practical 
men in the whole range both of medicine 
and surgery.—Lancet, Oct. 3, 1857. 





National Association for the Promotion 
of Social Science.—A new society has been 
formed, entitled the ‘‘ National Association 
for the Promotion of Social Science ;’’ and 
the first meeting is announced to take place} 
on the 12th October, at Birmingham, under 
the presidency of Lord Brougham. The 
object of this Association, in the language 
of the prospectus, is, ‘‘ to aid the develop- 
* ment of the social sciences, and to guide the 
public mind to the best practical means of 
promoting the amendment of the law, the 
advancement of education, the prevention 
and repression of crime, the reformation of 
criminals, the establishment of due sanitary 
regulations, and the recognition of sound 





principles in all questions of social. econo- 
my.’’ The proposed mode of action is, to 
bring together, once a year, the different 
societies and individuals who are interested 
in furthering any of these objects. Among 
the general committee we observe the 
names of several distinguished members of 
the medical profession, and among others, 
those of Sir James Clark, Sir John Forbes, 





Dr. Conolly, Dr. Babington, Dr, W. Farr, 
Sir Charles Hastings, Dr. Southwood 
Smith, and Mr. Simon; and among the 
laity who are friends of the profession we 
find the names of the Right Hon. Mr. 
Cowper, the Right Hon. Mr. Napier, Mr. 
Headlam, and Mr. Hawes. In the Depart- 
ment of Public Health, Lord Stanley is 
President; and the committee comprises 
the names of some of the most active pro- 





moters, both lay and medical, of the >jects 


of sanitary science.—Dublin Hospital Ga- 
zette, September, 15, 1857. 

Two Medical Victims of the Dangers 
Incident to their Profession.—M. Geor.- 
FRoy, a@ highly respected physician of 
Avignon, in France, formerly mayor of 
that city, and for many years at the head of 
the Asylum, for the insane, was lately as- 
sassinated by.an epileptic inmate of the 
establishment. The wretched patient was 
subject to fits of furious mania, but had for 
some time past been very quiet, and was 
thought to be in a fair way of recovery. 
He was a tailor by trade, and busy at work, 
on the 30th of April last, during M. Geof- 
froy’s presence in the ward. Towards the 
end of the visit, he requested the doctor to 
look at his leg, where he stated he was ex- 
periencing pain; and whilst M. Geoffroy 
was.stooping to examine the limb, the man 
passed his arm round M. Geoffroy’s neck, 
and thrust into the left side of his chest the 
long scissors used in his trade. He was 
just going to make a second thrust when he 
was secured by the house-surgeon and the 
steward. The weapon had reached the 
heart, and M. Geoffroy died in a few mo- 
ments. The patient had not evinced any 
dislike for the ill-fated physician, and was 
most respectful and docile. . It is supposed 
the horrible deed was done whilst the pa- 
tient was labouring under a hallucination. 
The other victim is a medical man named 
Salle, practising in Nancy. This gentle- 
man was completing the operation of trache- 
otomy, which he had undertaken upon a 
child suffering from putridsore throat. Dr. 
Salle, who was only twenty-nine years of 
age, seeing the trachea quickly filling with 
blood, put his lips to the wound, and drew 
by inspiration the fluid ready to choke the 
child. The next day, the same putrid state 
of the fauces and the tonsils appeared in 
M. Salle, and forty-eight hours afterwards 
he died, in spite of the efforts made by his 
colleagues to save their noble-minded 
friend’s life. 

Electrical Chorea.—For the last twenty 
years, the physicians of Milan and Pavia 
have observed this disease, as presented by 
persons coming from the country into the 
hospital. It is characterized by partial 
clonic spasms in the upper or lower ex- 
tremities, the trunk or face, but generally 
on one side of the body only. The move- 
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ments are very like those excited by elec- 
tricity—hence the name. Dr. Dubini, of 
Milan, described the disease first in the 
Annali of 1846; and Dr. Pignacca has 
lately given, in the Liguria Medica, an ex- 
cellent paper on the complaint, grounded 
on thirty-eight carefully observed cases. It 
would appear that the affection generally 
proves fatal, and the author thinks that it 
depends on a softening of the spinal mar- 
row, analogous to the same kind of change 
of which the brain is sometimes the seat.— 
Lancet, Aug. 8, 1857. 

Ophthalmia in Prussia.—The affection of 
the eyes which has lately exhibited itself in 
so virulent a form amongst the troops in 
garrison here is stated by medical men to 
be the Egyptian ophthalmia; it manifests 
itself in a number of small white vesicles 
below the lower eyelid, which, if not 
promptly removed by a-solution of lunar 
caustic, increase very rapidly, and soon ex- 
tend in the form of a white crust or scab 
over the whole eye, and dry up its fluids. 
Although some entire regiments have 
hitherto escaped this infliction, others have 
had such considerable numbers of their men 
rendered unfit for duty that the men of the 
reserve have been obliged to be called out 
in order to keep up the regiments to even 
their peace complement. The exertions of 
the regimental surgeons have, for the 
present, succeeded in mastering the epi- 
demic; and, if no new outbreak occurs, it 
may be looked on already as in a fair way 
of disappearance. The same seems to be 
the case with the sickness which has affect- 
ed the horses of the cavalry in Potsdam. 
Very shortly after they were distributed 
throughout the surrounding villages it be- 
came apparent that they were recovering so 
rapidly that they would soon be able to be 
brought back to their own stables and do 
duty. What the nature of this affection of 
the horses has been we have not been able 
to learn.—Lancet, September 12, 1857. 


Observations on Vaccination.—M. BuacHE 
communicated to the .Paris Hospitals Me- 
dical Society the particulars of a recent 
curious ‘instance of prolonged incubation of 
vaccinia, A young lady was vaccinated 
without any result, and she crossed over to 


England: More than a year afterwards, 
the vaccine eruption went through ll its 
stagesin a completely normal manner, under 
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the supervision of a distinguished English 
practitioner. M. Blache knows of casea of 
six weeks’ incubation, but never heard of 
one like the present. M. Legroux took the 
occasion of mentioning the results of his 
vaccinations at the Hotel Dieu. It having 
been observed that women frequently re- 
turned to the Hospital soon after confine- 
ment, their infants having contracted the 
smallpox, he has been of late in the habit 
of vaccinating infants born there when only 
two or three days old. Enormous pustules 
with deep ulcerations and delayed cicatriza- 
tion have been the results. Successful 
vaccination was, however, performed with 
these pustules taken on the 15th day. M, 
Blache observed that he has frequently vac- 
cinated healthy new-born infants in four 
places without any ill effect ; but on vacci- 
nating unhealthy infants at the Cochin Hos- 
pital he has met with the same ecthymatous 
pustules and ulcers, running together, as 
described by M. Legroux. M. Hervez de 
Chegoin- believed the conditions observed 
by M. Legroux depended more upon the 
vaccine lymph than the age of the infants. 
Very similar results followed the employ- 
ment of the virus discovered among the 
cows at Passy. M. Gilette had met with a 
case in which large ulcers menaced the life 
of a child that had been vaccinated at the 
Maternité very soon after its birth. M. 
Hervieux believed that the accidents noted 
by M. Legroux may be due to the develop- 
ment of the lymphatic system in the infant, 
The frequency of angioleucitis, adenitis, 
sometimes going on to axillary abscess, 
complicating vaccinations, supports this 
view. M. Legendre observed that adenitis 
is no complication but a constant phenome- 
non of vaccination.— Med. Times and Gaz., 
October 10, from Union Médicale, No. 5. 
New Food for Bees.—Two agriculturists 
of the Department of the Var observed one 
day; in the month of May last, that all their 
bees had left their hives, although the latter 
were filled and exceedingly heavy. To- 
wards evening the fugitives returned heavily 
laden, but on the following morning eet out 
again in a direction which was this time 
carefully noted by the farmers, who had 
been watching their doings. They immedi- 
ately followed them, and soon arrived at a 
farm where cakes of tilseed, which had 
been previously subjected to the oil press, 
were being beaten up into a paste with 
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water, to be used as manure for potatoes. 
There, to their surprise, they saw their 
bees clustering round the tubs containing 
the paste, evidently enjoying a luxury 
hitherto unknown to them. The lesson 
was not lost upon the agriculturists, who 
immediately procured their, bees abundance 
of this food, and have now been rewarded 
with nearly ten times the ugual quantity of 
produce, besides an immense increase in 
the reproduction of the insect.—British Me- 
dical Journal, September 26, 1857. 

The Heat in India.—-The Moniteur de 
l’ Armée publishes a letter from Bombay of 
the 14th of July, which states that the heat 





is greater this year in the presidency of 
Bengal than ever was remembered. On 
the 25th of June the thermometer marked 
52 degrees (centigrades) above zero in the 
English camp before Delhi. Several soldiers 
died that day of sun-stroke.—British Med. 
Journal, August 22, 1857, 


_— 


Cholera. This disease prevails. over the 
north of Europe. At. Hamburgh, be- 
tween the 29th August and 6th September 
there were 239 cases, of which 136 proved 
fatal. 

Much. apprehension exists in England of 
an invasion of the diseage, anda circular has 
been issued by the General Board of Health 
to the local Boards, calling attention to the 
facts, and earnestly recommending especial 
vigilance to be exercised to protect the public 
health, 

Extraordinary Fecundity.—It is stated in 
a recent No, of the Magazine of Natural 
History, &c., of Moscow, that the peasant 
Kirilow was presented, along with his wife, 
to the Empress. This peasant was married, 
for the second time, at-the age of 70. His 
first wife was delivered-21 times ; four.times 
of 4 infants at a birth; seven times of 3 in- 
fants, and ten timesof twins; in all 57 chil- 
dren, then alive. The second ‘wife had 
already been delivered seven times ; once 
of triplets; and six times of twins; in all 
fifteen living children. 


Suit of an Apothecary Against a Sur- 
_geon.—An apothecary of Anvers recently 
brought a suit, ‘againat a surgeon for depriv- 
ing him of cystom by saying that his medi- 
cines were badly prepared, and at the same; 
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time recommending another apothecary and 
sending his patients to the latter. The sur- 
geon was fined ten dollars and ordered to 
pay the costs of the.suit.—Revue de Thérap,, 
Aug., 1857, 

Morals of the Viennese.——It, appears from 
the siatistics published by the Common 
Council Bureau of Vienna, that the number 
of illegitimate births in that. city has almost 
equalled the number of legitimate births 
during the four years from 1853 to 1856, 
The following are the- figures on the sub- 
ject: 1853. Legitimate births, 11,264; ille- 
gitimate births, 10,686, 1854. Legitimate 
births, 11,252; illegitimate births, 10,801. 
1855, Legitimate births, 10,650; illegiti- 
mate, 9,522, 1856. Legitimate, 10,870; 
illegitimate, 10,311.— Dledical Times and 
Gazette, Sept, 12, 1857. 


Imperial Joseph’s Academy of Vienna.— 
Prof. Prraa, of Prague, has been recently 
appointed Professor of Clinical Surgery, 
and Prof. Ducnex, of Heidelberg, Prof. of 
Clinical Medicine in this Institution. 


Osttuary Recorp.—Died, at Oxford, on 
the 24th of Sept., Jamzss Apex Oons, Re- 
gius and Aldrichian Professor of Medicine, 
Tomline’s Prelector and Aldrichian Pro- 
fessor of Anatomy, and Clinical Professor, 
in his 65th year. 

——~, on the 30th of Sept., Dr. James 
Witson, an excellent and well-known phy- 
sician of Glasgow, in the 75th year of his 
age. 

——,in London, on the 2d of October, 
Rosert Keare, Esq , Sergéant-General to 
the Queen, at the age of 81 years. 

—,at Dublin, on the 11th of October, 
in the 52d year of his age, O’Brien Bet- 
tineaam, M.D., Surgeon to.the St. Vin- 
cent’s Hospital, Dublin, and Secretary: to 
the Surgical Society’ of Ireland. He was 
well known to the profession by his treatises 
on diseases of the heart, and on the cure of 
aneurism by compresgion. : 

. French military medicine hag just sus- 
tained a great loss by. the death of M. Feuix 
Jacquor, agrégé at Val de Grace, and Che- 
valier of the Legion of Hopour. He wag, 
Buddeoly cut gown by pneumonia, at the 
early age of 38, in the midst of a most flour- 
ighing career. 





